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MEMBERSHIP  CHAIRMAN'S  REPORT 


December  1984  Applications  for  Membership:  The  following  persons  have 

applied  for  membership.  If  no  written  objections  are  received  by  Feb- 
ruary 1,  1985,  their  membership  will  become  effective  on  that  date. 

2082- MT  E.  P.  Lukert,  P.  0.  Box  5430,  Fort  Hood,  Texas  76544 

(Portuguese  Overseas  Colonies) 

2083- MT  Robert  Schwabacher,  245  Lapla  Road,  Kingston,  N.Y.  12401 

(Medals  Pertaining  to  the  Scriptures,  Jewish  Items 
before  Establishment  of  Israel) 

2084  Robert  Reed,  Box  464,  Pittsford,  N.  Y.  14531 
(General  World  except  U.S.) 

2085- MT  Bill  Topor,  Box  9222,  Spokane,  Washington  99209 

(Philippines,  Paraguay,  French  Indo  China,  Cochin  China) 

2086 - MT  Luis  Taub,  67  Wall  St.,  New  York,  N.Y.  10005 

(English  Gold  Coins) 

2087- MT  Allen  Koranda,  7042  W.  40th  Place,  Stickney,  Illinois  60402 

(Central  & South  American  Copper  Coins) 
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DONATIONS  REPORT 


We  wish  to  acknowledge  the  following  donations  received  since  the  last 
report : 


Name 

Type  of  Donation 

Preference  of  Use 

ACH0R,  John  R. 

$3.00  Cash 

General  Operating  Fund 

BAILEY,  Howard  E. 

$15.00  Cash 

General  Operating  Fund 

BENSON,  Lauren 

$3.00  Cash 

General  Operating  Fund 

BRUCK,  Frederick  R.  , II 

$20.00  Cash 

General  Operating  Fund 

CAMPBELL,  I.  C.  G. 

$5.00  Cash 

General  Operating  Fund 

CARMACK,  David  E. 

$10.00  Cash 

General  Operating  Fund 

CARPENTER,  Dale  S. 

$5.00  Cash 

General  Operating  Fund 

CORNELL,  Shane 

$1 .00  Cash 

NI  Library  Fund 

DAVENPORT,  John  S. 

$3.00  Cash 

General  Operating  Fund 

EDWARDS,  Kary  T. 

$10.00  Cash 

NI  BULLETIN  Fund 

FALKE,  Cleal 

$10.00  Cash 

General  Operating  Fund 

FRALEY,  Marvin  L. 

$10.00  Cash 

Building  Fund 

FRALEY,  Marvin  L. 

$50.00  Cash 

NI  BULLETIN  Fund 

HAVEL,  James 

$10.00  Cash 

NI  Library  Fund 

LEWIS,  Jack  E. 

$10.00  Cash 

Building  Fund 

LINN,  Kennie  M. 

$7.00  Cash 

General  Operating  Fund 

LOCKWOOD,  Linn  M. , Jr. 

$9.00  Cash 

General  Operating  Fund 

MAJOR,  W.  H. 

$13.00  Cash 

General  Operating  Fund 

NOLAN,  John  T. 

$10.00  Cash 

General  Operating  Fund 

PANISH,  Charles  K. 

$8.00  Cash 

General  Operating  Fund 

ROCKWELL,  Thomas  P. 

$5.00  Cash 

General  Operating  Fund 
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LIBRARIAN'S  REPORT 


I.  Acknowledgement  is  made  below  to  those  who  have  donated  material  to 
the  NI  Library. 


John  L.  Pieratt 


ROSENFELD,  SAM.  THE  STORY  OF  COINS.  Pub.  1969,  126pp,  i 11  us . Basic, 


FOX,  LES  & SUE.  FIGHT  INFLATION  WITH  SILVER  DOLLARS.  Pub.  1981,  190pp, 
i 1 1 us  . 


t 


Max  Studley 

LOW,  LYMAN  HAYNES.  HARD  TIMES  TOKENS.  1977  reprint  of  1900  2nd  and  re- 
vised edition.  95pp,  illus. 


HALLIDAY , GARNET  R.  MONEY  TALKS  ABOUT  THE  BIBLE.  Pub.  1948,  28pp, 
illus. 


RESEARCH  ASSOCIATES.  KU  KLUX  KLAN  TOKENS.  Pub.  1977,  20pp,  illus. 


HAZARD,  HARRY  W.  THE  NUMISMATIC  HISTORY  OF  LATE  MEDIEVAL  NORTH  AFRICA. 

Pub.  1952,  377pp,  w/plates. 


Randolph  Zander 

VICENTI,  JOSE  A.  CATALOGO  GENERAL  DE  LA  MONEDA  ESI AN OLA,  FELIPE  II  - 
ESTADO  ESPANOL,  1586-1973.  Pub.  1972  , 21 Opp  , i 1 1 US  . 


PICHLER,  FRIEDRICH.  REPERTORIUM  DER  STEIERISCHEN  MUNZKUNDE.  A 1974  re- 
print of  1865-1875  work  by  author.  3 vol . bound  in  one.  726pp,  few 
illus.,  some  plates,  maps. 

CAMPBELL,  FRANK  W.  CANADA  POST  OFFICES,  1755-1895.  Pub.  1975,  1 91 pp , 
illus. 


t 


V ON  SCHULTHESS-RECHBERG,  J.  G.  THALER  CABINET.  Pub.  1867,  233pp,  not 
illus.  Vcl . 3,  2nd  division. 


RODGERS,  CHARLES  J.  COIN  COLLECTING  IN  NORTHERN  INDIA.  Pub.  1894, 

135pp,  w/plates. 

NOE,  SYDNEY  P.  THE  SILVER  COINAGE  OF  MASSACHUSETTS.  Pub.  1973,  296pp, 
w/plates . 

CAYON,  JUAN  R./CASTAN,  CARLOS.  LAS  MONEDAS  DEL  IMPERIO -ESPANOL  1479-1713. 

Pub.  1974,  280pp , illus. 

ADAMS,  EDGAR  H./W00DIN,  WILLIAM  H.  UNITED  STATES  PATTERNS,  TRIAL,  AND 
EXPERIMENTAL  PIECES,  1792  UP  TO  PRESENT  TIME.  1940  reprint  of  1913 
pub.  196pp,  illus. 

FULD,  GEORGE  & MELVIN.  U.  S.  CIVIL  WAR  STORE  CARDS.  Pub.  1975,  645pp, 
illus. 

CALICO,  FERRAN/CALICO,  XAVI ER/TRIGO , JOAQUIN.  MONEDAS  ESPANOLAS  DESDE 
1868  a 1977.  Pub.  1977,  95pp,  illus. 

PRIDMORE,  FRED.  MODERN  COINS  AND  NOTES  OF  CYPRUS.  Pub.  1974,  323pp, 
i 1 1 us  . 

POOLE,  STANLEY  LANE.  COINS  OF  THE  URTUKI  TURKUMANS  (FOES  OF  THE  CRUSADERS) 

1967  reprint  of  1875  work.  44pp , w/plates. 

F0NR0BERT,  JULES.  VERZEICHNISS  VON  MUNZEN  UND  DENKMUNZEN  DER  ERDTHEILE 
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AUSTRALIAN j ASIEN,  AFRIKA  UND  VERSCHIEDENER  MOHAMMEDANISCHER  DYNASTIEN. 

1962  reprint  of  1878  work.  40 1 p p , w/plates. 

BEHRENS,  KATHRYN  L.  PAPER  MONEY  IN  MARYLAND  1727-1789 . Pub.  1923, 

98pp,  not  ill  us. 

HECHT,  ELIZABETH.  THE  DUCAL  TALERS  AND  MULTIPLES  OF  BAVARIA  PRIOR  TO 
1800.  Pub.  1954,  36pp,  illus. 

NEWLIN,  HAROLD  P.  THE  EARLY  HALF-DIMES  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES.  1933  re- 
print of  1883  work.  1 2 pp  , not  illus. 

SMITH , KENNETH  E.  CATALOGUE  OF  WORLD  TRANSPORTATION  TOKENS  AND  PASSES 
EXCEPT  NORTH  AMERICA . Pub . 1967,  302pp  , illus. 

ALLAN,  JOHN.  CATALOGUE  OF  THE  COINS  OF  THE  GUPTA  DYNASTIES  AND  OF  SAS- 
ANKA,  KING  OF  GAUDA.  1967  Reprint  of  1914  work,  184pp,  w/plates. 

RAPSON,  EDWARD  JAMES.  CATALOGUE  OF  THE  COINS  OF  THE  ANDHRA  DYNASTY, 

THE  WESTERN  KSATRAPAS , THE  TRAIKUTKA  DYNASTY  AND  THE  "BODHI"  DYNASTY. 

1967  reprint  of  1908  work.  268pp,  w/plates. 

II.  In  addition  to  the  above,  we  would  also  like  to  thank  George  Becht, 
John  Pieratt  and  Max  Studley  for  additional  numismatic  material  over  and 
above  those  listed. 


III.  This  report  concludes  our  1984  year.  It  has  been  a very  busy  year 
for  the  Library,  thanks  to  the  continuing  interest  of  the  NI  membership. 
We  would  like  to  thank  each  and  every  one  again  for  their  support  and  to 
wish  all  of  the  very  best  for  the  forthcoming  year. 

Granvyl  G.  Hulse,  Jr. 

NI  Book  Librarian 

***** 


ARTICLES  SELECTED  FOR  "BEST  ARTICLE  OF  THE  YEAR"  AWARD 

The  selection  committee  has  again  chosen  the  candidates  for  the  "Best 
Article  of  the  Year"  award  for  1984.  A ballot  is  included  with  the  mail- 
ing of  this  issue.  Please  be  sure  to  cast  your  vote  and  return  it  as  soon 
as  possible. 


ic  + icicic'k'k'k'k-k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k-k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k 

GERMANY,  4 PFENNIG  COINS  OF  1932 


by  John  DeMavais , Lincoln,  Nebraska,  NI  #1539 


The  Weimar  4-pfennig  coin  is  perhaps 
the  strangest  of  the  entire  modern 
German  series.  It  was  22.5mm  in 
diameter,  weighed  5 grams  and  was 
composed  of  bronze.  A total  of 
40,000,000  were  struck  in  1932. 

The  piece  was  demonetized  and  with- 
drawn on  October  1,  1933.  It  is 
called  a "Brueni ngpfenni g"  because 
of  the  Chancellor  in  office  when  the  coin  was  issued.  I have  never 
been  able  to  find  out  or  figure  out  why  this  curious  denomination  was 
issued.  Can  anyone  out  there  provide  an  explanation?  I need  help! 
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FROM  THE  MAILBOX 


East  Asian  Specialist  adds_  wore  Information  on_  China's  Mints 

Regarding  the  article:  "New  Contributions  to  the  Silver  Problem," 

reprinted  in  the  October  NT  BULLETIN,  the  author  of  the  article  is 
David  A.  Wells.  This  article  was  reprinted  in  the  March  1898  NUMIS- 
MATIST. 

The  American  company  which  produced  the  coins  shown  was  the  Ferracute 
Machine  Company  in  Bridgeton,  New  Jersey  which  is  still  in  operation. 
This  firm  built  and  outfitted  the  Chengtu  Mint  in  Szechuan  and  also 
supplied  machinery  and  dies  to  the  Wuchang  Mint  in  Hupeh.  The  dies 
were  actually  engraved  at  the  Philadelphia  Mint,  then  tested  in  New 
Jersey,  then  shipped  to  China  along  with  the  machinery.  Several 
accounts  of  this  story  have  been  published,  the  best  in  1903  by  Henry 
Janvier,  the  man  who  actually  took  the  machinery  and  dies  to  Chengtu 
and  set  up  the  mint.  Another  interesting  account  was  written  by 
Samuel  J.  Burgdorf  in  1967  in  a series  of  articles  in  COIN  WORLD. 
Burgdorf  interviewed  Janvier's  niece,  who  supplied  additional  infor- 
mation, photographs,  and  the  actual  coins. 

In  addition  to  the  silver  coins  shown  in  the  article,  Ferracute  also 
also  produced  the  pattern  struck  cash  with  "Yuan"  mintmark  listed  in 
Krause's  Standard  Catalog  of  World  Coins  and  the  larger  size  Hupeh 
struck  cash  (Hsu  181)  listed  in  the  Krause  catalog.  Ferracute  also 
produced  dies  for  one  of  the  Honan  dragon  10  cash  pieces  (type  with 
flat  Yin-Yang),  but  I'm  not  sure  which  one. 

The  article  refers  to  the  New  Jersey  firm  having  set  up  three  mints 
in  or  near  Peking,  two  to  make  cash  coins  and  one  to  make  silver. 

I believe  the  writer  is  confused  on  this  point.  The  three  mints  were 
not  in  Peking,  but  were  under  the  authority  of  the  Peking  government. 
The  three  mints  were  the  cash  mint  in  Wuchang,  the  cash  mint  at 
Chengtu,  and  the  silver  coin  mint  at  Chengtu.  I'm  not  sure  whether 
the  two  mints  in  Chengtu  were  in  separate  locations  or  were  simply 
separate  departments  of  the  Chengtu  mint.  It  was  common  for  the 
copper  mints  and  silver  mints  in  China  to  be  mentioned  separately, 
and  usually  they  had  different  names.  They  may  or  may  not  have  been 
in  the  same  building. 

I'm  happy  that  this  article  was  reprinted.  Several  years  ago  I photo- 
copied this  article  from  microfilm,  and  only  now  discovered  that  the 
copy  faded  to  the  point  of  being  completely  unreadable. 

Bruce  Smith 

Ft.  Wayne,  Indiana 

*********************************************************************** 


DID  YOU  KNOW?  ( 

Did  you  known  that  Henry  Pu  Ye  (or  Yi ) born  1906  and  died  in  a recent 
year  was  Emperor  of  two  countries?  In  China  as  the  "Boy  Emperor"  Hsuan 
Tung  (1909-1911)  and  was  made  emperor  of  Manchukuo  in  1934  with  the  name 
Kang  Teh.  (Submitted  by  Dan  Etzel) . 
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About  Those  Court  ters  tamps 

Spanish  1 7th  Century  Inflation 

Counterstamps 

by  Paul  F.  L.  de  Groot,  Calgary , Alberta,  Canada,  NIH1786 
(Revised  from  his  GIN  article — All  illustrations  by  the  Author) 


Every  now  and  then  it  is  still  possible  to  find  in  junkboxes  pieces 
of  metal  that  are  mutilated  by  counterstamps  sometimes  to  the  point 
where  the  original  design  is  unrecognizable.  Chances  are  that  we  have 
found  Spanish,  or  rather  Castilian,  coins. 

Castile,  officially  the  Kingdom  of  Castile  and  Leon,  was  politically 
the  most  important  part  of  Spain.  You  will  find  its  coat  of  arms, 
the  castle  of  Castile  quartered  with  the  lion  of  Leon,  on  the  silver 
coins  struck  in  "Spanish"  America,  because  that  area  was  for  a long 
time  purely  a Castilian  concern  to  the  exclusion  of  the  other  Spanish 
Kingdoms  such  as  Aragon,  Valencia  and  Catalonia. 

The  union  of  Castile  and  Aragon  in  1479  was  only  a union  of  crowns, 
not  of  kingdoms  (comparable  to  the  status  of  England  and  Scotland 
from  1603  to  1707).  The  powers  of  the  king  including  taxation  were 
severely  restricted  in  the  Aragonian  states  of  Aragon,  Valencia, 
Catalonia  and  the  Baleares. 

In  Castile,  however,  with  its  five  times  or  more  larger  population, 
the  crown  was  powerful  and  it  could,  and  did,  impose  heavy  taxes  there. 
So  it  is  not  surprising  that  the  kings  insisted  that  all  trade  from 
the  new  world  should  be  reserved  for  Castilians.  To  be  sure,  others 
did  participate  but  they  could  only  do  it  through  Castilian  licenses 
and  under  Castilian  laws.  The  American  trade  was  regulated  by  the 
Casa  de  Contratacion  (the  Board  of  Trade)  in  Sevilla.  This  Castilian 
monopoly  lasted  well  into  the  18th  century. 

Not  withstanding  the  enormous  revenues  cominq  in  from  the  Americas  the 
government  of  the  day  always  managed  to  spend  quite  a bit  more.  The 
result  of  this  financial  mismanagement  was  an  economic  nightmare  the 
brunt  of  which  was  borne  by  the  poorer  classes,  the  ones  that  were  the 
main  users  of  copper  coins.  As  silver  and  gold  were  used  mainly  by 
the  wealthier  and  more  powerful  classes,  and  for  international  trans- 
actions, the  government  was  less  likely  to  tamper  with  them. 

Between  1602  and  1660  a series  of  inflations  and  deflations  led  to  a 
bewildering  amount  of  royal  decrees  and  ordinances  fixing  the  value  of 
circulating  coins  in  maravedis  , the  money  of  account.  These  upward  and 
downward  valuations  sometimes  literally  left  their  imprint  on  the  coins 
in  the  form  of  counterstamps.  In  this  story  I have  left  the  relation- 
ship between  the  maravedi  and  the  silver  real,  out  of  the  account. 

If  we  look  at  a handful  of  these  coins  (I  have  quite  a few)  we  may  be 
at  a complete  loss  as  to  how  to  classify  them.  I started  to  chart  the 
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various  ordinances  (from  several  sources  that  do  not  always  aqree  as 
to  date  or  content)  and  realized  that  if  we  divide  our  coins  into 
three  groups  the  decrees  and  counterstamps  make  much  more  sense. 

By  1597  the  small  change  in  Castile  consisted  of  silver  containing 
bronze  coins  often  nearly  a century  old.  In  that  year  handsome  new 
coins  were  introduced  in  which  most  of  the  silver  was  eliminated.  The 
old  coins,  called  calderilla , were  kept  in  circulation  at  officially 
determined  values.  Only  the  new  coins  of  4 and  2 maravedis  concern  us 
here  as  well  as  the  calderilla  fixed  at  those  values. 


At  first  the  new  coins  were  struck  at  the  modern  mint  at  Segovia.  It 
was  called  the  Ingenio  and  was  a far  better  facility  than  any  in 
England  or  France.  Its  coins  were  of  beautiful  workmanship.  But  soon 
the  old  mints  of  Segovia  and  elsewhere  also  began  to  strike  the  new 
coins  and  their  products  were  quite  sloppy  in  comparison. 


In  1602  the  value  of  these  coins 
was  doubled.  On  calderilla  this 
was  shown  with  a counterstamp  and 
also  (officially?)  on  many  post- 
1596  coins.  New  coins  were  struck 
in  the  old  sizes  but  showing  the 
new  values  and  in  the  case  of  the 
8 maravedis  a new  design.  These 
coins  were  struck  in  1626. 

The  coins  of  4 and  2,  and  from  1602 
the  8 and  4 Maravedis  struck  at  the 
Ingenio  form  the  first  group,  those 
from  the  other  mints  the  second,  and 
the  calderilla  the  third. 


Eight  maravedis  pieces  of  the 
new  (Ingenio)  mint  and.  old  mint 
of  Segovia 

low. 

their  valuations  together  with  the  date 
I have  tried  to  show  in  a schematic  way 
found  on  what  group  of  coins.  There  is 
counterstamps  within  each  class, 
but  there  should  not  be  much  prob- 
lem in  distinguishing  between 
classes.  Stamps  that  form  a pair 
are  generally  found  opposite  each 
other.  But  the  stamps  do  not  always 
show  up  completely  either  because 
they  were  applied  carelessly  or 
because  later  ones  partly  obliter- 
ated earlier  ones.  Also  occasion- 
ally one  stamp  of  a pair  is  mis- 
sing. And  it  does  happen  sometimes 
that  a stamp  has  been  applied  to 
the  wrong  coin.  Even  Byzantine 
and  Roman  coins  have  been 
found  with  them! 


For  further  adventures  of  the  three 
groups  I refer  you  to  the  graph  be- 
lt shows  the  ups  and  downs  of 
of  the  ordinances  governing  them, 
which  class  of  counterstamps  is 
some  variety  in  the  shape  of  the 


2 Maravedies  becomes  4 ms 
both  struck  at  the  Ingenio 
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Graph  showing  the  ups  and  downs  of  Maravedi  valuations  together  with 

the  date  of  the  ordinances  governing  them 

The  first  class  of  countermarks  consists  of  a crowned  VIII  or  1 1 1 1 
placed  on  the  Calderilla  in  1602.  I thought  the  decrees  excluded  post 
1596  coins,  but  so  many  show  this  counterstamp  that  it  may  have  been 
applied  officially. 

The  second  class  consists  of  three  combinations  of  a crowned  date  on 
one  side  with  on  the  other  side  a value  within  a circle.  In  1636  the 
calderilla  was  stamped  with  an  XII  or  a VI.  Coins  stamped  in  Valla- 
dolid have  on  one  side  a spade-shaped  counterstamp  with  a crowned  date 
1636  above  wavy  vertical  lines,  and  on  the  other  side  the  value  without 
mintmark.  The  coins  struck  outside  the  Ingenio  were  stamped  in  1641 
and  sometimes  1642  with  an  VIII.  I would  also  suspect  a IV  or  II 1 1 
counterstamp  but  have  neither  seen  one  myself  nor  seen  such  a counter- 
stamp mentioned.  Slightly  later  the  coins  of  the  Ingenio  were  stamped 
with  XII  and  VI. 

The  third  class  has  a combination  of  dates  1651  or  1652  within  a some- 
times ornamented  oval  in  one  side  with  on  the  other  an  8 in  a sometimes 
ornamented  circle  or  a 4.  These  counterstamps  were  placed  on  the 
coins  struck  after  1596. 

The  fourth  class  came  into  being  when  the  calderilla , that  had  been 
taken  out  of  circulation  in  November  1652  was  returned  to  it  in  Oc- 
tober 1654.  It  combines  the  date  1654  or  1655  in  a solid  or  dotted 
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half  circle  with  an  VIII  or  1 1 1 1 in  a similar  half  circle.  I know  of 
no  mintmarks  in  this  issue. 

The  fifth  class  is  a case  apart.  In  September  1658  it  was  decided  to 
replace  the  by  then  unsightly  mess  of  counterstamped  pieces  of  metal 
by  new  coins  in  the  value  of  4 and  2 maravedis.  Whatever  the  inten- 
tions of  the  government  may  have  been,  these  new  coins  were  simply 
struck  over  the  old  ones  in  such  a sloppy  way  that  often  the  old  design 
including  the  counterstamps  shows  clearly  through,  making  the  new  coins 
worse  looking  than  the  old.  The  recoined  pieces  that  are  fully  struck 
show  on  the  reverse  within  a circle  of  8 arcs  and  a wreath  the  crowned 
monogram  REX  with  the  date  1658  or  1659  below.  And  on  the  obverse 
within  a similar  circle  is  the  crowned  monogram  PHILIPVS  between  II II 
and  the  mintmark,  or  with  II  under  it. 

In  September  1660  all  the  coins  circulating  for  2 maravedis  were  sup- 
posed to  be  melted  and  restruck  into  lighter  ones  of  4 maravedis. 

Though  I doubt  that  the  old  coins  went  out  of  circulation  it  is  true 
that  between  1660  and  1664  a new  series  of  generally  neater  coins  of 
16,  8,  4 and  2 maravedis  was  struck  at  many  mints.  They  show  very 
crude  portraits  of  King  Philip  IV,  admittedly  not  a beauty,  on  one  side 
and  on  thp  other  the  full  coat  of  arms  of  Spain,  not  just  Castile  and 
Leon . 

I am  certain  that  there  are  inaccuracies  in  my  story  and  in  my  graph 
but  I still  hope  that  it  is  of  some  help  for  the  owners  of  these 
wretched  but  interesting  coins.  I did  write  in  Spanish  to  some  experts 
in  Spain,  but  never  received  an  answer. 

SPAIN,  SPECIFICATION S OF  THE  CURRENT  COINAGE 


by  John  DeMarais Lincoln,  Nebraska,  NI  §1 539 

The  following  is  a list  of  the  specifications  of  the  current  set  of 
Spanish  coins: 


Denomi nati on 

Metal 

Di ameter 

Weight 

Edging 

100  Pesetas 

CuNiAl 

24.5mm 

9.25g 

Fleur  de  Lis 

50  Pesetas 

CN 

30mm 

1 2 . 50g 

Reeded 

25  Pesetas 

CN 

26 . 5mm 

8.50a 

Reeded 

10  Pesetas 

CN 

18.5mm 

3. 70g 

Reeded 

5 Pesetas 

CN 

23.0mm 

5 . 75g 

Reeded 

2 Pesetas 

A1 

24.0mm 

2 . OOg 

Smooth 

1 Peseta 

A1 

21 .0 

1.20g 

Smooth 

The  composition  of  the  100  pesetas  is  Cu  88,  Mi  5 , A1  5 , Fe  1 .2  and 
Mg  .8%.  The  composition  of  the  cupro-nickel  alloy  is  Cu  75  and  Ni  25%. 
The  aluminum  alloy  contains  A1  96.5  and  Mg  3.5%. 

It  is  worth  noting  that  the  Franco  motto  "UNA  GRADE  LIBRE"  which  ap- 
peared on  the  edges  of  the  25  and  50  pesetas  coins  of  Franco  and  the 
early  issues  of  Juan  Carlos  has  been  eliminated.  The  edges  are  now 
reeded.  The  last  vestiges  of  fascism  are  gone  from  the  coinage. 
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HOW  TO  DEVELOP  A "SINGLE  YEAR"  COLLECTION! 


by  Robert  G.  Provost,  Torrance,  California,  NI  # 2069 


When  my  "year"  collections  have  been  viewed,  I have  been  asked  on  many 
occasions  just  how  one  goes  about  developing  such  a collection.  Actually, 
it  is  quite  simple,  but  it  does  involve  a bit  of  patience,  and  an  estab 
lishment  of  collecting  parameters.  I prefer  this  establishment  of  par- 
ameters after  I've  done  the  basic  research  mainly  to  determine  what  is 
involved! 


i 


Obviously,  the  first  order  of  business  is  the  determination  of  what  year 
you  decide  to  collect.  This  could  be  your  "birth  year",  or  the  year  you 
graduated,  or  got  married,  the  year  of  birth  for  each  of  your  children, 
your  parents,  a favorite  relative,  a year  of  crisis,  or  of  a specific 
invention,  or  a particular  year  of  history,  etc.  Whatever,  it  is  a year 
that  is  dear  to  you,  or  it  one  of  some  specific  significance.  This  I can't 
help  you  with,  for  you  must  choose  your  own  specific  year  - or  years. 

The  next  step  is  equally  simple,  yet,  it  can  be  difficult,  if  the  year 
selected  is  prior  to  1750  or  thereabouts.  For  the  purpose  of  this  article, 

I will  deal  only  with  the  years  from  about  1750  to  date.  If  the  year  se- 
lected is  prior  to  1750,  you  will  have  to  find  individual  catalogs  and 
records  on  your  own.  However,  if  the  year(s)  selected  fall  between  1750 
to  1850  (approximately) , the  catalog  you  will  use  is  Craig's  COINS  OF  THE 
WORLD , 1750-1850.  If  the  year(s)  selected  fall  between  1850  to  date,  then 
the  catalog  you  will  use  is  Yeoman's  A CATALOG  OF  MODERN  WORLD  COINS  1850 
to  1950  and  Yeoman's  followup  catalog  CURRENT  COINS  OF  THE  WORLD  which  is 
only  a continuation  of  the  first  volume. 

After  you  have  selected  your  year(s),  you  then  acquire  the  appropriate  careP 
log,  covering  that  year  (Note:  If  you  happen  to  select  any  one  of  the 

years  around  the  year  break  of  these  two  catalogs,  you'll  need  both  to 
determine  if  a coin  was  issued  that  year). 

Now,  from  the  catalog  selected,  you  will  read  each  entry  for  each  coin  for 
each  country  and  you  will  list  the  "year  span"  that  includes  your  date,  and 
record  these,  one  by  one  on  a form  that  you  will  design  for  the  purpose. 
Don't  despair  for  the  "form"  is  simple.  Merely  use  a lined  tablet  and  draw 
lines  to  form  columns  which  will  be  titled  as  follows:  Name  of  Country, 

Catalog  Numbers  and  Years.  You  can  add  columns  for  "Grade"  and  "Catalog 
Value"  if  desired,  and  I recommend  this  for  later  described  reasons.  The 
next  step  is  to  record  all  entries  that  include  your  selected  year(s)  for 
each  item  that  you  found  in  the  entire  catalog. 

This  concludes  the  fi rst  important  step.  The  next  important  step  is  the 
acquisition  of  Krause  & Mishler's  STANDARD  CATALOG  OF  WORLD  COINS  and  its 
companion  volume,  THE  STANDARD  GUIDE  TO  SOUTH  ASIAN  COINS  AND  PAPER  MONEY 
SINCE  1556  AD  (SCWC  & SAC  respectively).  Now  you  go  through  each  and 
every  entry  listed  above  either  in  SCWC  or  SAC  (if  SAC  is  needed  for  real 
early  years  - prior  1750)  and  record  in  a new  column  all  those  entries 
containinq  your  selected  year(s).  At  this  point,  I'm  quite  certain  many 
of  you  will  ask  "Hey,  why  bother  with  Craig's  and/or  Yeoman's  catalogs 
when  all  I have  to  do  is  just  use  SCWC?".  As  you  will  learn,  SCWC  doesn't 
list  all  Craig  catalog  numbers,  nor  do  they  list  all  Yeoman  catalog  numbers- 
Obviously,  if  you  use  SCWC  only.  I'll  guarantee  you  will  miss  one  or  more 
coins  issued  during  your  selected  year(s),  unless  they  are  quite  recent. 
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Furthermore,  if  your  selected  year(s)  are  quite  recent,  they  won't  be 
found  in  Yeoman's  for  this  catalog  has  been  discontinued  for  several  years. 

As  you  go  through  SCWC,  you  must  also  look  at  the  "Addenda"  that  occurs, 
normally,  at  the  conclusion  of  each  country.  These  "addenda"  are  known 
as  "NCLT",  "ESSAIS",  "PIEFORTS" , etc.  for  specific  years.  Add  more  columns 
to  your  list  and  record  the  catalog  values  for  each  of  your  years  that  you 
have  selected.  At  this  point,  I must  digress  a bit,  for  I forgot  to  men- 
tion "proofs",  "restrikes",  "patterns",  etc.  These  should  all  be  listed. 

When  you  close  the  SCWC  for  the  last  time,  your  list  will  contain  all 
recorded  coins  for  the  year(s)  you  selected,  except  "notgeld"  and  "fant- 
asies" which  you  might  want  to  include.  For  these,  you  will  need  to  seek 
out  "specialized"  catalogs  covering  these  issues,  and/or  earlier  issues 
of  SCWC  in  which  many  "fantasies"  were  identified  as  well  as  early  American 
issues.  Assuming  that  you've  done  this,  your  "check  list"  is  now  complete. 
You  have  listed  all  issues  of  your  selected  year(s).  Now  it  needs  modi- 
fication. For  example,  certain  coins  were  issued  "dateless"  between  a 
certain  period  of  time,  like  "country  x,  1860-90".  Do  you  or  do  you  not 
include  this  in  your  list?  You  have  a specimen  at  hand  but  you  have  no 
way  of  determining  exactly  what  year  it  was  minted,  yet  it  was  minted 
during  a span  of  time  that  included  your  selected  year(s).  For  me,  I 
included  it  in  my  collection  for  some  simple  reason.  It  could  have  been 
minted  during  my  selected  year  - and  it  is  representative  of  my  selected 
time  period.  As  you  see,  this  is  one  of  the  parameters  you  must  decide 
upon  for  your  "year"  collection  ! 

Less  I forget,  depending  upon  your  selection  of  a year  (or  years),  many 
coins  will  not  be  dated  in  our  familiar  Western  numerals,  but  will  be 
dated  in  the  dating  system  being  used  by  that  country.  As  such,  you 
will  have  to  determine  what  your  selected  year(s)  are  in  each  of  the 
different  dating  systems,  including  the  possible  addition  of  "regnal" 
years.  It  is  quite  possible  that  you  will  have  to  record  two  different 
years  for  a single  coin  since  their  conversion  to  your  selected  year  could 
occur  in  mid-year,  thus  you  will  have  to  collect  two  coins  to  represent 
your  single  AD  year.  For  example,  your  year  is  1860,  and  AH  1276  runs 
from  31  July  1859  to  20  July  1860,  and  AH  1277  runs  from  20  July  1860  to 
9 July  1861,  another  parameter  that  you  will  have  to  decide. 

At  this  point  you  review  your  entire  list  and  establish  your  parameters. 
These  can  include  every  item  you  listed,  or  a deletion  of  one  or  more  of 
the  "proofs",  "essais",  "pieforts",  "patterns",  etc.  as  you  see  fit.  My 
feeling  on  this  is  elementary:  on  late  issue  coins  include  everything, 
and  on  older  issue  coins,  stick  to  purely  "CLT",  circulating  coins  of 
the  realm! 

The  final  step  is  the  generation  of  a "check  list"  encompassing  your  par- 
ameters of  all  the  coins  in  your  selected  year(s).  This  can  be  done  as 
simply  as  recording  the  country,  the  catalog  numbers,  the  years  with 
their  different  mints  (if  they  exist),  and  grade  with  a catalog  value. 

Or,  it  can  be  listed  in  an  elaborate  manner  to  include  the  ruler,  his 
reign  period,  as  well  as  the  above  aforementioned  breakout,  including 
denomination,  mintage,  metal,  degree  of  fineness,  etc. 

In  conclusion,  the  attempt  to  secure  one  of  each  coin  minted  around  the 
world  for  a specific  year  is  a most  rewarding  and  challenging  effort  in 
which  you  could  spend  a lifetime  in  trying  to  achieve.  As  for  me,  I 
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found  that  the  more  years  the  merrier.  And  boy,  are  certain  issues, 
although  listed  as  real  cheap  in  SCWC,  tough  to  obtain.  Some  I've  yet 
to  find  in  15  years  of  searching,  real  scarce!  I'm  ready  to  list  them 
as  rare!  I might  add  a couple  of  tips  in  this  fascinating  form  of  col- 
lecting. Regardless  of  grade,  acquire  a missing  coin  as  soon  as  you  find 
it\  It  is  always  easier  to  upgrade  coin,  if  you  have  one  to  upgrade, 
than  to  find  the  coin  in  a specific  grade!  As  a result,  I have  many  a 
coin  prefaced  with  an  "R"  (for  replace),  and  glancing  at  some  of  my 
recorded  dates  of  acquisition,  I realize  in  over  20  years  of  collecting 
I've  yet  to  find  a better  grade  for  some  of  them.  So  frankly.  I'm  tick- 
led pink  to  have  at  least  a representati ve  example  in  my  collection. 

As  a final  word,  don't  be  afraid  to  include  related  items,  such  as  war 
medals,  tokens,  notgeld,  etc.  in  the  collection  for  these  add  a lot  of 
spice  to  that  memorable  year  your  selected! 

*★********★★**★★**★★***★**★**★**★★**★******★****★****★****★'*•★*■**★**'*••*■**★* 
SPAIN,  ALUMINUM  2 PESETAS,  1982 

by  John  DeMarais , Lincoln,  Nebraska,  NI  §1539 


Photo 
En  larged 

The  Spanish  government  recently  released  new  2-peseta  coins.  This  is  the 
first  instance  of  this  denomination  being  used  since  the  old  silver  2- 
peseta  coins  were  demonetized  during  the  Spanish  Civil  War  and  the  first 
striking  of  this  denomination  since  1905.  The  new  pieces  are  aluminum, 
24mm  in  diameter,  weight  2.00  grams,  and  have  a smooth  edge.  The  pieces 
have  apparently  been  struck  and  stockpiled  for  some  time  since  they  are 
dated  1982.  There  have  been  reports  of  pieces  dated  1984.  Curiously, 
the  Spanish  mint  sets  of  1983  contain  a 2-peseta  coin  dated  1982  whereas 
all  other  denominations  are  dated  1983.  This  may  indicated  that  no  2- 
peseta  coins  were  struck  with  the  date  1983. 

************************************************************************ 
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AN  ANONYMOUS  ISFAHAN  BRONZE  DATED  IN  THE  MONKEY  YEAR 

f — — 

by  Raymond  -/ . Hebert , Rockville , Maryland,  USA 


Among  the  pieces  on  the  trays  of  the  American  Numismatic  Society  in 
N.Y.C. ClD  is  an  unimpressive  looking  but  interesting  anonymous  bronze 
struck  at  Isfahan  in  Iran,  interesting  because  it  is  dated  in  the 
"monkey  year" . 

The  Perso-Arabic  leqends  may  be  transl i terated  and  translated  as  fol- 
1 ows . 


s 

ZARB 

"struck" 

BICHIN 

"monkey" 

(SU)LTAN(IYAH-I) 

"principality  of" 

YIL 

"year" 

(I)SFAHAN 

"Isfahan" 

Figure  1:  Line  drawing  (enlxxrged)  of  the  anony- 
mous bronze  that  is  the  subject  of  this  paper 


The  words  BICHIN  YIL,  "monkey  year",  indicate  that  the  date  is  based 
on  an  ancient  Central  Asian  twelve  year  cycle  £2 D,  each  year  of  which 
corresponds  to  one  of  the  animals  of  the  zodiac. 

Without  straying  too  far  afield,  it  may  be  of  interest  to  the  reader  to 
know  that  the  same  cycle  occurs  in  Mongolian,  Tibetan,  Indian  and  Chinese. 
This  cycle  originates  in  China  and  is  ascribed  to  Ta  Nao,  Minister  of 
the  Emperor  Huang  Ti  who  began  to  reign  in  B.C.  2697. 

The  animals  of  this  cycle  with  their  Turkic  £ 3D  forms  are  given  below: 


1.  Rat 

sichahan , sichaan.(kusku) 

2.  Ox 

okuz , ( uy , ud) 

3.  Tiger 

bars,  pars,  (palang) 

4.  Hare 

tawishghan 

5.  Dragon 

lung 

6.  Snake 

(y)ilan 

7.  Horse 

yunt,  yund 

8.  Sheep 

qoyn,  qon,  qoy 
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9.  Monkey 

10.  Hen 

11.  Dog 

12.  Hog 


bichin3  yichin,  (maymun) 
tawuq  3 taquq 
it 

toqguZj  (lo.qzin3  laqhzin) 


the 

To  these  animal  names  may 
corresponding  colors,  e.g.: 

be  prefixed  one  of  the 

1. 

Wood  --  blue  or 

green 

yighach  - - kok 

2. 

Fire  --  red 

ot 

--  qizil 

3. 

Earth  --  yellow 

yer 

--  sarigh 

4. 

Iron  --  white 

temur 

— aq 

5. 

Water  --  black 

suw 

--  qara 

five  elements  or 


The  result  is  that  two  successive  years  have  the  same  attribute.  The 
elements  are  considered  male  and  female.  In  the  case  of  the  colors,  in 
Mongol ic,  where  feminine  cases  occur,  the  colors  may  assume  the  feminine 
form,  e.g.,  kokegchin  "blue  (feminine)"  rather  than  koke  "blue  (mas- 
culine)". It  is  noteworthy  that  in  some  Mongolian  manuscripts,  instead 
of  elements  or  colors,  the  ten  Chinese  celestial  stems  (in  the  Mongolian 
shape)  are  employed,  e.g.,  ga3  yi3bing  , ding , u,  gi3  ging * sin,  shim3 
and  gui  c4d 

In  all  cases,  when  the  elements  and  colors  (or  celestial  stems  are  used, 
(12  x 5 = 60),  we  arrive  at  a cycle  of  sixty  years  within  which  each  year 
is  unambiguously  defined. 

The  first  year  of  this  sexagenary  cycle  is  yighach  "tree"  kok  "blue" 
sichghan  "rat"  yi  "year",  the  second  is  yighach  kok  okuz  "ox"yil  , etc. 

This  cycle  has  been  correlated  with  the  Indian  Brhaspati -cycle  (also  of 
sixty  years)  which  was  adopted  in  Tibet  from  the  year  A.D.  1027  and  is 
called  rabjung  by  the  Mongols  from  the  Tibetan  name  of  its  first  year 
(rab-byuft)  C53.  The  year  1027  coincided  with  Turkic  ot  "fire"  qizil 
"red"  tawishghan  'hare"  yil  "year"  (Mongolian  ghal  ulaghchin  (or  ding ) 
taulai  ji 1 ) of  the  ancient  cycle.  Each  new  rabjung  begins  with  this 
year  which  is  the  fourth  year  of  the  indigenous  cycle.  The  Brhaspati 
terms  are  used  together  with  the  Mongol ic  names  by  way  of  confirmation 
and  do  not  in  themselves  make  the  dates  more  exact. 

The  first  cycle  dates  from  the  sixty-first  year  of  Huang  Ti's  reign, 
that  is,  from  2637  B.C.  Thus  the  year  1984  is  the  second  year  of  the 
seventy-eighth  cycle  of  a Chinese  chronology  extending  continuously 
over  4,635  years. 

Coming  back  to  the  coin  after  this  brief  digression,  we  ask  ourselves 
if  we  can  determine  to  what  year  A.D.  Bichin  yil  corresponds.  The 
fabric  of  the  piece  seems  to  be  late  thirteenth-fourteenth  century,  i.e. 
post-Mongol.  Let  us  consider  some  possibilities. 
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Tur kic  Animal  Cycles 

yighach  bichin (kok) 
ot  bichin (qizil) 
yev  bichin ( sarigh) 


Year  of  the  Christian  Era 


1284,  1344,  1404 
1296,  1356,  1416 
1308,  1368,  1428 
1320,  1380,  1440 
1332,  1392,  1452 


Temur  bichin ( aq) 
sidJ  bichin  (gar a) 


One  clue  may  lie  in  the  unread  word  beginning  with  S-.  If  not  sanat, 
Arabo-Persian  "year,"  then  perhaps  it  is  Turkic  suw  "water".  If  so, 
we  can  limit  the  dates  to  sixty  year  intervals,  1332,  1392,  or  1452. 

It  must  be  noted  that  the  Timurids  have  set  a precedent  for  coins  with 
Turkic  legends,  e.g.,  the  word  yarlighi , "his  royal  command,"  on  an 
undated  Isfahan  piece  in  c6d  in  the  name  of  Timur  and  his  nominal  over- 
lord  Mahmud. C7D 

Concerning  who  was  in  Isfahan  during  the  years  1284-1452,  the  Encyclo- 
pedia of  Islam  C8:  states: 

"With  the  breakup  of  the  II khan  empire,  Isfahan  fell  to  the 
Cubanids.  In  742/1341-2,  Shah  Shaykh  Abu  Isbak  the  Indjuid 
took  it  from  them  and  later  lost  it  to  the  Mu?affarids,  when 
Mubariz  al-DTn  Muhammad  Mu?affar  obtained  possession  of  it  in 
758/1357.  The  Muzaffarids,  although  much  split  by  internecine 
strife,  were  the  most  successful  of  the  succession  states. 

Their  main  centres,  however,  were  in  Fars  and  KirmSn,  and  their 
rule  did  not  restore  Isfahan  to  its  central  position.  The 
city  was  besieged  several  times  and  frequently  changed  hands. 
When,  during  Timur's  second  expedition  to  Persia  in  786-9/1384-7, 
the  Mu?affarid_Zayn  al-cAbidTn  h.  Shah  Shudja"  refused  a summons 
to  join  him,  Timur  marched  on  Isfahan  ,_which  he  reached  in  789/ 
1387.  The  culama  sued  for  peace.  Timur  sent  muhassils  into 
the  town  to  collect  the  money  which  they  had  promised.  A riot 
ensued  in  which  the  muhassils  were  killed,  together  with  many 
soldiers  who  had  entered  the  town  on  their  own  affairs.  Timur 
in  retaliation  massacred  70,000  of  the  inhabitants." 

Thus  we  have  the  following  dynasties  --  Ilkhanid,  HazaraspidC93,  II- 
khanid,  Injuid,  Jalairid  cioi,  Muzaffand  and  Timurid  --  as  possible 
candidates  for  having  issued  this  piece. 

It  is  unfortunate  that  coinage  for  these  dynasties,  except  for  the 
Ilkhanid  and  Timurid,  is  scarce  and  our  records  incomplete.  If  the 
piece  is  not  a special  striking  commemorating  some  special  event,  then 
we  may  expect  other  pieces  to  surface  with  the  names  of  the  other 
animals.  Possibly  a better  preserved  piece  may  solve  the  question  of 
the  S-.  In  any  case,  the  piece  is  of  interest  as  a possibly  unique 
metallic  record  of  a little  known  calendar  that  has  been  in  use  for 
several  millenia. 

Footnotes  : 

cm  This  piece  was  found  by  the  author  in  Teheran,  Iran  in  the  late 
sixties  and  subsequently  donated  to  the  Society. 
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C 21  The  most  comprehensive  treatment  of  this  topic  which  I have  used 
is  Louis  Bazin's  Les  Calendriers  Turcs  Anciens  et  Medievaux  pre- 
sented to  the  University  of  Paris  2 December  1972. 

[3:  For  the  Turkic  vocabulary  see  Sir  Gerald  Clauson,  An  Etymological 

Dictionary  of  pre-thirteenth  century  Turkish : Oxford  at  the  Claren- 
don Press  1972. 

iki  Especially  helpful  was  the  section  on  Mongolian  chronology  in  Kaare 
Grtfnbech  and  John  R.  Krueger,  An  Introduction  to  Classical  (Liter- 
ary) Mongolian.  Otto  Harrassowity  Wiesbaden  1955. 

C5J  pps.  377,  524,  H.  A.  Jaschke,  A Tibetan  English  Dictionary.  Lon- 
don 1958. 

[6:  pp.  966-7,  Clauson,  op.cit. 

CTJ  nos.  1-2,  pp.  268-9,  E.  A.  Davidovich,  Klady  Drevnikh  i Sredneve- 
kovykh  Monet  Tadzhikistana,  Moscow  1979. 

C8 □ p.  102,  Encyclopedia  of  Islam. 

E9J  p.  234,  Edouard  von  Zambauer,  Die  Munzpragimgen  des  I slams , 
Wiesbaden  1968. 

□.OH  p.  253,  op.cit,  BMC  vi  604  AR  76x 


OESTRUS,  "AS  RARE  AS  A CITY  CAN  BE" 

by  the  late  Larry  Devine,  NI  # 1832 


< 


It 's  Eagle , model  for  our  time? 

CILICIA , CESTRUS , ca.  137  AD.  AE  22.  Bust  of  AELIUS,  left , laureate. 
KECT  PCHD  NWN;  Eagle  standing  rt.  on  basis , head  left , wings 

open.  BMC  Weber . Dan  Syl . Von  Aul . Inhoof -Blumer . 

Kleinasiatische  Munzen  II,  458 , H2v.  Choice  VF , of  highest  rarity. 

This  city  is  just  about  as  rare  as  a city  can  be;  it's  existence  is  re- 
ported by  the  geographer,  Ptolemy.  As  to  coins,  in  addition  to  two 
coins  of  Aelius  listed  by  Dr.  Imhoof,  the  British  Museum  has  one  coin, 
issued  a short  while  after,  of  Faustina  Jr.,  and  knows  of  one  other 
minted  with  the  same  dies  as  theirs  (Zeit.  f.  Num. , XVII  (1890),  pi. 

11,  5).  As  to  the  obverse,  you  can  count  the  number  of  colonial  coins 
of  Aelius  with  your  fingers,  and  almost  every  one  is  bareheaded.  I've 
described  the  head  of  Aelius  as  wearing  a 1 aurel-wreath , in  accor- 
dance with  Imhoof,  but  I believe  it  to  be  an  ivy-wreath  and  with  what 
we  know  of  Hadrian,  this  makes  sense. 
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COINS  OF  SIVA  SIMHA 


by  Dr.  Jai  Prakash  Singh,  Banaras  Hindu  Univ .,  VARANASI,  INDIA 


Chao  Sutanpha  alias  Siva  Simha  (1714-1744)  became  king  after  the  death 
of  his  father  king  Rudra  Simha  (1696-1714).  The  main  sources  of  the 
history  of  Siva  Simha  are  the  Ahom  Chronicles,  inscriptions  of  his 
reign,  and  coins.  His  coins  are  unique  in  the  sense  that  they  contain 
the  names  of  his  three  queens,  one  after  the  other.  Such  coins  of 
any  other  king  are  not  known.  Therefore,  it  appears  that  these  coins 
were  given  more  importance  than  they  actually  deserve::.:.  The  his- 
torical conclusions  drawn  by  modern  scholars  partly  on  the  basis  of 
the  Buranjis  and  partly  on  the  basis  of  coins  are  totally  unwarrented. 
We  have  already  elsewhere  discussed  the  evidence  of  the  Buranjis  and 
indicated  the  possibility  of  the  development  of  the  legend  of  her 
appointment  as  bararajat 21.  Herein  we  propose  to  discuss  the  coins  of 
the  king  and  his  queens. 

Coins  of  Siva  Simha  can  be  divided  into  two  groups  - 1.  those  that 
contain  the  name  of  the  king  alone,  and  2.  those  that  also  contain 
the  names  of  his  queens. 

1.  Coins  of  Siva  Simha  are  found  for  the  Saka  1637,  1638,  1639,  1640, 

1641,  1642,  1643,  1644,  1645,  1646,  1654( 18) C33 , (24):4:, 

1660(24),  1660(25),  and  1661:6:. 

2.  Coins  of  Siva  Simha  and  his  queens  are  thrice  divisible  - i.  coins 
of  Phulesvari,  ii.  coins  of  Ambika,  and  iii.  coins  of  Sarvesvari . 

i.  Coins  of  Phulesvari  are  twice  divisible  - a)  bearing  the  name  Phu- 
lesvari, and  b)  bearing  the  name  Pramathesvari . 

(a)  Coins  of  Siva  Simha  and  Phulesvari  (1714-1731)  are  dated 

in  Saka  years  1646,  1647,  1648,  1649:6:  and  1650:7 : - She  is 
styled  as  mahisht  or  chief  queen  of  the  king  on  these  coins. 

(b)  Coins  of  Siva  Simha  and  his  first  queen  Phulesvari,  later 
renamed  Pramathesvari :8: , are  known  for  the  Saka  years  1649, 
1650,  1651  (15),  1652,  1653,  and  1654:9:.  On  most  of  these 
coins  she  is  referred  to  as  mahishi  of  the  king.  The  Persian 
legend  coins  refer  to  her  as  beguml 10:  and  a Quarter  rupee 
refers  to  her  as  JayaZlll. 

ii.  Coins  of  Siva  Simha  and  Ambikadevi  (1732-1738)  are  known  for 
Saka  years  1654(19),  1655(19),  1655(20),  1656(20),  1657(21), 
1658(22),  and  1658(23)  :i2:.  On  these  coins  the  queen  is 
usually  spoken  of  as  vallabha  (or  beloved)  and  in  one  case  as 

mahishi  C13). 

iii.  Coins  of  Siva  Simha  and  Sarvesvari  (1739-1744),  are  known  for 
the  Saka  years  1661(26),  -^-(27),  1664(29),  1665(29),  1665(30), 

1665(31),  1666(31),  (31  :i4:).  Sarvesvari  is  called  on 

these  coins  as  vallabha  or  beloved  of  the  king. 

This  brief  listing  of  the  dates  and  regnal  years  found  on  the  coins 
shows  that  the  name  of  Siva  Simha  appears  on  all  coins.  The  names 
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of  his  queens  are  additionally  given  on  them  and  their  relationship 
with  the  king  is  always  indicated.  This  shows  that  the  names  of  the 
queens,  was  given  on  the  coins  on  orders  of  the  king,  and  their  re- 
lationship was  indicated  to  avoid  any  misunderstanding  among  the 
people.  Regnal  years  found  on  coins  are  counted  from  the  date  of  Siva 
Simha's  coronation.  Its  almost  continuous  use  indicates  that  the  king 
ruled  in  full  glory  till  the  end  of  his  reignci5l.  It  is  further  con- 
firmed by  the  fact  that  regal  titles  are  not  used  for  any  of  the  Queens 
on  any  extant  coins.  The  only  exception  seems  to  be  the  use  of  shah 
on  Persian  style  coins  of  the  king.  But  it  will  be  difficult  to 
presume  on  the  basis  of  this  evidence  about  the  supposed  kingship  of 
Pramathesvari  bypassing  the  overwhelming  testimony  of  the  coins  and 
the  epigraphs  that  support  the  sovereign  status  of  Siva  Simha. 

Coinage  of  Siva  Simha  particularly  the  coinage  that  bears  the  name  of 
his  queens  is  influenced  by  the  coinage  of  Tripuram6l.  Coinage  of 
Tripura  is  the  earliest  money  of  India's  north-eastern  region.  It  was 
initiated  by  king  Ratnamanikya  in  A.D.  1464.  Some  of  his  coins  too 
bear  the  names  of  his  queens.  The  practice  was  followed  by  most  of 
his  successors. C1T3  This  practice  followed  by  the  kings  of  Tripura 
with  regard  to  their  coinage  was  not  known  to  the  people  of  Assam. 

As  such  the  coins  of  Siva  Simha  bearing  the  names  of  his  queens  were 
viewed  with  great  concern  and  suspicion  and  gave  rise  to  a legend 
suggesting  the  transfer  of  power  to  a succession  of  queens  by  the 

king.ciQl 


Elsewhere  we  have  shown  that  the  octagonal  shape  of  Ahom  coins  was 
perhaps  influenced  by  the  octagon  found  on  the  coins  of  some  of  the 
Sultans  of  Bengal. C19J  It  is,  however,  possible  that  the  octagonal 
shape  may  have  been  adopted  by  the  Ahoms  for  their  coins  from  t e 
octaqons  found  on  the  coins  of  the  kings  of  TripuraC203  — in  1648, 
when  the  first  Ahom  coins  were  issued.  There  is,  however,  no  direct 
evidence  to  suggest  that  Siva  Simha  was  influenced  by  the  coins  of 
Tripura  in  giving  the  names  of  his  queens  on  his  issues.  Some  in- 
direct testimony,  we  shall  presently  discuss,  leads  us  to  this  pre- 
sumption . 


The  Ahom  court  was  taking  a keen  interest  in  the  Magikya  kingdom  from 
the  period  of  Rudra  Simha  (1696-1714),  the  father  of  Siva  Simha.  With 
a view  to  establish  friendly  relations  with  the  Mapikyas  of  Tripura, 
Rudra  Simha  thrice  dispatched  emissaries  .between  A.D.  17^  and  1714, 
to  their  court.  Later  these  emissaries  of  Rudra  Simha,  named  Ratna 
Kandali  Sarma  and  Arjun  Das  Bairagi,  wrote  a book,  about  the  ™^ions 
they  had  undertaken,  in  A.D.  1724  C211.  Their  third  mission  to  Tri- 
pura was  undertaken  on  13th  April,  1714  [221,  a few  months  before  the 
demise  of  Rudra  Simha.  Siva  Simha  must  have  been  familiar  with  these 
missions  as  crown-prince.  He  was  already  king  when  the  katakis - 
em  aries  - returned  home  from  their  third  visit  to  Tripura  and 
mu  t have  himself  received  them  C231.  It  is  possib  e that  these 

Assamese  katakis  were  perhaps  the  people  from  "/ther/prac^ces  of 
have  come  to  know  about  the  coins  of  Tripura  and  their  practices 
aivinq  the  names  of  the  queens  on  them  along  with  that  of  the  king- 
The  date  of  the  compilation  of  the  book  1724  is  also  the  year  in  which 
coins  bearing  the  names  of  Siva  Simha  and  Phulesvan  were  issu<^  fo 
thi  first  time  It  is,  therefore,  likely  that  coins  of  Siva  Simha 
and  mT  queens 'must  have  been  initially  influenced  by  Tripura  coinage. 
Hence  it  is  not  possible  to  deduce  any  political  conclusion  on  the 
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basis  of  the  appearance  of  the  names  of  Siva  Simha's  queens  on  his 
coins. 

FOOTNOTES 


C1D  Francis  Hamilton  [An  Account  of  Assam,  Gauhati,  1963,  pp.8-9) 
stated  that  from  1724  to  1743  "the  name  of  the  poor  prince 
appears  only  on  one  coin  that  I procured  in  the  year  1660 
(A.D.  1737),  and  he  is  said  to  have  enjoyed  no  sort  of  autho- 
rity. When  one  queen  died,  he  was  merely  placed  on  the  throne 
in  order  to  marry  another,  who  might  assume  the  government". 

Cf.  also  E.A.  Gait,  A History  of  Assam  (Gauhati  reprint  1981), 
pg.  183;  Sir  R.  Burn,  Journal  of  the  Numismatic  Society  of 
India,  Vol . VII  (1945),  pg.  72;  P.  Goaoi  , The  Tai  and  the 
Tai  Kingdoms  (Gauhati  University,  1968),  pp.  510  ff;  N.K. 

Basu,  Assam  in  the  Ahom  Age  (Calcutta,  1970),  pp.  64-65. 

C2D  The  evidence  of  the  Buranjis  is  discussed  in  our  paper  en- 
titled "On  the  Chhatrabhanga  yoga  and  bararaja  Phulesvari." 

c 3 □ Figures  given  in  brackets  here  and  elsewhere  in  this  paper 
denote  regnal  years  of  the  king. 

cAd  The  year  of  issue  in  this  case  is  not  known  but  may  be  1660 
on  the  basis  of  the  regnal  year. 

C5D  A.W.  Botham,  Catalogue  of  the  Provincial  Coin  Cabinet,  Assam 
(Allahabad,  1930),  pp.  458-461  for  these  coins;  cf.  also 
V.A.  Smith,  Catalogue  of  Coins  in  the  Indian  Museum,  Calcutta 
(henceforth  IMC) , Vol.  1,  pg.  300;  J.  Allan,  Numismatic 
Chi'onicle  (henceforth  NC),  Vol.  IX  (1909),  IVth  Series,  p.  17; 
A.  Ghose,  Numismatic  Digest  (henceforth  ND) , Vol.  1,  Part  II, 
pp.  53-54.  Ghose  holds^that  Siva  Simha  possibly  did  not  issue 
coins  of  this  group  in  Saka  1650  and  1659  as  held  by  some 
scholars. 

c6d  A.W.  Botham,  Catalogue  of  the  Provincial  Coin  Cabinet,  Assam 
(henceforth  CPCCA),  pp.  458-461;  Smith,  IMC , l,  pp.  300-301; 

J.  Allan,  NC,  Vol.  IX,  pp.  17-18. 

C7D  A.  Ghose,  ND,  Vol.  I,  Part  II  (1977),  p.  54.  Ghose  also  refers 
to  a half  rupee  in  his  collection  not  shown  earlier. 

C8D  Some  of  the  Buranji  writers  have  changed  this  name  of  the 
queen  to  Prathamesvari , meaning  first  queen. 

C9D  A.W.  Botham,  CPCCA , pp.  462-464;  The  date  1654  is  doubtful; 

J.  Allan,  NC,  IX,  p.  18;  A.  Ghose,  ND,  Vol.  1,  Part  II,  pp. 
54-55;  cf.  also  Smith,  IMC,  I,  p.  301. 

Cion  Botham,  Ibid.,  nos.  27-29,  p.  463;  V.A.  Smith,  IMC,  Vol.  1, 
p.  301;  Gurdon,  Journal  of  the  Asiatic  Society  of  Bengal 
(Numismatic  Supplement) , 1904,  pp.  113-114.  For  a round  coin 

of  this  type  of  the  Saka  year  1649  and  regnal  year  14  see 
N.G.  Rhodes,  Numismatic  Circular,  June  1974. 

CUD  A.W.  Botham,  Ibid.,  p.  464.  A quarter  rupee  of  this  type  is 
in  the  Indian  Museum,  Calcutta.  The  last  part  of  its  legend 
according  to  D.C.  Sircar  is  svaryyah  (cf.  A.  Ghose,  Ibid., 
p.  55.  and  not  svarajjah  as  read  by  Botham. 
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[12]  Botham,  ibid.  pp.  464-466;;  Allan,  NC , IX  p.  19;  Ghose  [ND, 

Vol  . 1,  Part  II,  p.  56)  also  has  a coin  with  Saka  year  1659 

and  the  regnal  year  29. 

[13]  Botham,  ibid..  Coin  no.  39. 

[lU]  Botham,  Ibid.,  pp.  467-68;  Allan,  NC,  Vol.  IX,  pp.  19-20; 

Ghose  [ND,  Vol.  1,  Part  II,  pD.  56-57  also  mentions  a coin 
of  Saka  1661  (25)  (cf.  Smith,  V.A.  , IMC  Vol  1 , 302.  He  also 
points  out  that  coins  bearing  regnal  years  29,  30  and  31  and 
the  Saka  year  1665  are  possibly  due  to  some  mistake. 

[15]  A.  Ghose,  on  the  basis  of  the  use  of  his  regnal  years  has 
observed  that  the  king  never  renounced  his  sovereign  right 
to  strike  coins",  ND,  Vol.  1,  Part  II,  p.  57.  P.  L.  Gupta's 
observation  (Ibid,  pg.  61)  that  "on  the  basis  of  the  legends, 
the  queens  appear  to  be  sovereign",  is  incorrect  as  no  regal 
titles  are  used  for  them  and  also  because  they  are  always 
introduced  on  the  coins  as  mahishl , jaya,  devi 3 vallabha  or 
begum  of  the  king.  It  is  a clear  indication  that  the  Queen's 
had  no  sovereign  right. 

[16]  P.  L.  Gupta  has  in  passing  suggested  that  the  coinage  of 
Siva  Simha  was  inspired  by  Tripura  ND,  Vol.  1,  Part  II,  p. 

61)  without  giving  any  evidence  in  support  of  this  suggestion. 

[IT]  For  the  coins  of  Tripura  see  Sarma,  Sraani  Mohan,  Coinage 
of  Tripura  (Varanasi,  1980),  pp.  15ff. 

[18]  We  have  separately  examined  this  problem  in  our  paper  entitled 
"On  the  Chhatrabhanga  yoga  and  Bararaja  Phulesvari",  being 
published  elsewhere. 

[19]  Jai  Prakash  Singh,  Indologica  Taurinensia , Vol.  VI 1 1 -IX, 
(1980-81),  pp.  429-31. 

[20]  Cf.  D.C.  Sircar,  Early  Indian  Numismatic  and  Epigraphic 
Studies  (Calcutta,  1977),  plate  IV. 3.  I am  thankful  to  my 
friend  Mr.  N.G.  Rhodes  for  drawing  my  attention  towards  the 
octagon  found  on  Tripura  coins.  It  is  to  be  noted,  however, 
that  the  earliest  Tripura  coins  of  Ratnamanikya  are  datable 
to  about  1464-65  whereas  the  coins  of  some  of  the  Bengal 
Sultans  containing  the  octagon  are  earlier,  for  instance  those 
if  Sikandar  Shah  bin  Iliyas  Shah  (1358-1389),  Shihabuddin 
Bayazid  Shah  (A.D.  1409-1414),  dal al uddi n Muhammad  Shah  (1414- 
1431)  and  Nasiruddin  Muhammad  Shah  (1442-1459).  The  octagonal 
shape  of  Ahom  coins  may  have  been,  therefore,  either  influenced 
from  coins  of  Bengal  or  Tripura. 

[21]  Their  book  entitled  Tripura  Desar  Kathar  Lekha , is  published 
under  the  title  Tripura  Buranji  (Ed.  by  S.K.  Bhuyan,  Gauhati  , 
1938). 

[22]  Cf.  Tripura  Buranji , p.  viii,  n. 

[23]  Unfortunately  the  Tripura  Buranji  (p.  xviii)  ends  with  the 
arrival  of  the  Assamese  Kapakis  in  1-15  at  Garhgaon,  the  Ahom 
Capital,  and  deals  strictly  with  the  correspondence  between 
Rudra  Simha  and  his  contemporary  rulers  of  Tripura  and  the 
descriptions  of  the  land  and  people  etc. 

************************************************************* 
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SUGGESTED  EARLY  PORTUGUESE  MINT  LOCATIONS 


by  Joseph  Uphoff3  La  Jolla s California s NLG 3 NI  #1411 

Mediaeval  Portuguese  history  begins  with  the  establishment  of  an 
independent  march  centered  on  the  city  of  Oporto  in  997  by  Henry 
of  Burgundy,  who  received  the  area  from  Alfonso  of  Leon.  Soon  there- 
after, the  Portuguese  began  acquiring  Moslem  lands  south  of  them 
and  commenced  issuing  coins  imitating  the  Leonese  pieces  in  cir- 
culation. In  addition  to  these,  which  first  appeared  during  the 
reign  of  Alfonso  VI  (1065-1109)  of  Leon,  the  Portuguese  also  used 
coins  minted  by  the  Moslems  (whose  gold  was  treated  as  treasure  and 
thus  rarely  circulated),  French,  Byzantines,  and  even  the  late  Roman 
Emperors.  Once  the  concept  of  coinage  replaced  barter,  especially 
measures  of  wheat,  various  cities  were  authorized  to  mint  coins. 

Of  these  cities,  Hazlett,  Coinage  of  the  European  Continent , mentions 
only  Oporto,  Lisbon,  and  possiby  Gulmarens,  and  Miranda  as  being 
operational  in  Portugal.  He  also  lists:  Corunna  and  Tuy,  which  are 
located  in  Galicia,  the  Brazilian  mints  of  Bahia,  Villa  Rica,  Pernam- 
buco, and  Rio  De  Janeiro,  as  well  as  Goa,  India,  and  Ceuta,  Morocco. 

One  city,  Camora,  could  not  be  located. 

Before  continuing,  it  should  be  mentioned  that  one  of  the  primary 
problems  with  using  Hazlitt  as  a source  is  his  annoying  tendency 
to  give  cursory  information  in  his  catalogues  of  mints  and  denominations 
especially  in  regard  to  political,  historical,  and  sometimes  even 
geographical  data. 

This  is  exemplified  by  the  omission  of  Coimbra  and  Santorem  which 
each  served  as  Portugal's  capital  prior  to  the  establishment  of 
Lisbon  in  this  position.  Yet  I am  convinced  that  coins  were  minted 
at  both  of  these  cities  for  a variety  of  reasons.  Chief  among  them 
being  that  with  rare  exception  the  coinage  of  a nation  is,  if  nowhere 
else  minted  at  its  capital,  which  Santorem  served  as,  if  only  briefly 
sometime  after  1120  perhaps  to  serve  as  the  base  of  operation  for  the 
siege  of  Lisbon  which  culminated  in  a Portuguese  victory  in  1147. 

The  case  for  Coimbra  is  stronger  as  it  served  as  Portugal's  capital 
from  1128-1298  and  was  to  play  an  important  role  in  the  nation's  mone- 
tary history.  For  in  1261,  Alfonso  III  issued  a decree  from  this  city 
reforming  the  currency  and  establishing  a distinctive  Portuguese  ex- 
change system  of  weights.  The  units  of  this  system  consisted  of 
libras,  soldos,  and  dinheiros,  of  which  only  the  last  were  actually 
minted.  These  were  to  serve  two  purposes.  Firstly,  to  further  demon- 
strate to  the  Leonese  the  independence  of  the  kingdom,  whose  coinage 
had  been  in  circulation  prior  to  this  time,  and  secondly,  to  replace 
the  Moslem  denominations  of  marabitanos,  dinars,  and  dirhems  at  an 
exchange  rate  of  lmarabitano  equalling  30  soldos.  Another  point  to 
consider  is  that  a proclamation  relating  to  a particular  subject  would 
not  be  issued  from  a place  where  it  would  not  be  directly  applicable. 

Prior  to  Coimbra's  establishment  as  the  capital,  Guimarais  served  in 
this  capacity  from  1165-1128.  Could  this  be  Hazlitt's  Gulmarens? 

There  are  presently  no  towns  in  Portugal  or  its  colonies  with  this 
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name.  Yet,  the  names  are  similar  enough  to  suggest  this  possibility. 


Another  question  a study  of  Hazlitt's  list  of  Portuguese  mints  raises, 
besides  the  obvious  one  of  Camora's  location,  is  that  of  the  location 
of  Miranda.  There  exist  three  possibilities  for  the  placement  of  this 
town.  Specifically  in  Brazil,  the  Azores  (Miranda  do  Corvo)  , and 
Portugal  (Miranda  do  Douro).  As  any  of  these  is  likely,  no  specu- 
lation will  be  made  to  suggest  which  this  might  be. 


While  the  above  mints  were  in  operation  for  a certain  length  of  time 
prior  to  the  establishment  of  Lisbon  as  Portugal's  capital,  the  period 
of  their  operation  is  open  to  speculation.  It  is  not  logical  to 
necessarily  assume  that  as  the  capital  moved  southward,  mints  in 
previous  cities  serving  in  this  function  instantly  ceased  operation. 
Instead,  it  is  more  reasonable  to  surmise  that  these  mints  remained 
functional  for  some  time,  but  for  how  long  is  open  to  speculation. 
However,  once  Lisbon  became  the  capital  in  1298,  it  became  only  a 
matter  of  time  before  it  would  become  the  primary  mint  in  operation 
for  Portugal . 


From  this  it  can  be  seen  that  further  research  is  needed  to  explore 
these  issues  and  derive  a more  complete  understanding  of  where 
coinage  was  authorized  to  be  manufactured  in  Portugal  prior  to  1300. 

********************************************************************** 


THE  TAYLOR  RESTRIKES 

by  David.  Block,  Gainesville,  Florida,  NI  # 894  . 

When  the  original  Soho  Mint  was  sold  in  1848,  W.  J.  Taylor,  a well-known  * 
die-sinker  of  that  time,  bought  a barrel  of  grease  containing  several  old 
punches  and  dies.  During  the  next  forty  or  fifty  years  Messers.  Taylor 
and  Son  of  Red  Lion  Square  flooded  the  market  with  restrikes  of  the  George 
III  copper  patterns  and  coins.  This  issue  of  restrikes  was  done  quietly, 
and  many  of  them  were  accepted  as  genuine  pieces  from  Soho.  In  1960  C. 
Wilson  Peck  brought  order  out  of  the  consequent  chaos  in  English  copper, 
tin  and  bronze  coins  in  the  British  Museum.  As  Mr.  Peck  says,  "The  Soho 
series  and  their  restrikes,  comprising  as  they  do  such  a profusion  of 
pieces  struck  from  worn,  repolished,  altered,  flawed,  and  rusted  dies, 
probably  offer  more  scope  for  observing  small  changes  of  detail,  and 
greater  opportunity  for  constructive  reasoning  by  inference  and  deduction 
than  any  other  series.  Hence  their  study  can  be  confidently  recommended 
to  any  student  desirous  of  developing  a critical  and  discerning  eye  for 
all  the  seemingly  insignificant  trifles  that  so  often  prove  decisive  in 
many  fields  of  numismatics." 

************************************************************************* 


POLAND  1949  COINAGE:  Poland's  first  post-WWII  coins,  dated  1949,  were 

designed  by  Slovak  artisans  and  struck  by  neighbouring  Czechoslovakia 


at  its  mint  in  Kremnica. 


-**********************1 


I 


DID  YOU  KNOW?  That  in  British  North  Borneo.. that  its  coins  also  circul- 
ated in  Labuan , Brunei,  and  in  some  areas  of  the  Straits  Settlements  at 
par.  (Submitted  by  Don  Etzel) . 
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IVAN  III 


THE  INFANT  EMPEROR  DEPOSED! 


by  George  Dunn , Scarborough , Gnt.,  Canada,  NIH2000 

(George  is  Editor  of  the  TORONTO  COIN  CLUB  BULLETIN  - our  thanks  for 
reprint  permission  for  this  article  from  the  Oct.  1983  issue) 

During  the  reign  of  Empress  Anna  Ivanovna,  control  of  Russia  was  in 
the  hands  of  her  German  favourite,  Ernst  Johann  Biron.  Biron  merci- 
lessly persecuted  the  Russian  nobility  (or  "Boyars")  and  the  Russian 
Imperial  Court  was  filled  with  Germans  loyal  to  him.  Anna  was  too 
preoccupied  with  her  personal  amusements  to  pay  much  attention  to 
affairs  of  state. 

Under  this  foreign  domination  of  Russia,  taxes  on  the  population  grew 
to  extortionate  levels  and  popular  resentment  toward  this  situation 
was  suppressed  by  spying,  denunciations,  banishments,  torture  and 
executions. 

Shortly  before  her  death  in  October  of  1740,  Empress  Anna  Ivanovna 
named  Ivan  Antonovitch,  the  newborn  son  of  her  niece  (Anna  Leopoldovna) 
as  the  heir  to  her  throne  and  the  new  Tsar  of  Russia.  Baby  Ivan  was 
the  son  of  Anton  Ulrich  of  Brunswick,  yet  another  German. 


1741  silver  Rouble  of  Ivan  III 


On  the  eve  of  her  death.  Empress  Anna  Ivanovna  named  Biron  to  act  as 
Regent  for  Ivan  who  was  only  8 weeks  old.  Three  weeks  later,  Ivan's 
mother,  Anna  Leopoldovna,  acting  with  the  aid  of  Vice  Chancellor 
Ostermann  and  Field  Marshall  MUnnich,  overthrew  the  hated  Biron.  The 
formerly  all-powerful  Biron  and  his  family  were  arrested  and  impris- 
oned in  the  fortress  of  Schlusselburg.  With  Biron  deposed,  Anna 
Leopoldovna  was  installed  as  the  new  Regent  for  her  son. 

^ The  new  Regent  did  nothing  to  change  the  German  domination  of  Russia. 

W She  handed  out  almost  all  the  important  posts  to  Germans  and  whatever 
was  left  over  was  given  to  Russians.  Russia  was  ruled  by  a clique  who 
had  been  impoverished  in  their  own  small  duchies  and  principalities 
but  who  now  had  dreams  of  fortunes  made  by  raiding  the  Russian  treas- 
ury. At  the  age  of  22,  Ivan's  mother  now  had  more  wealth  and  power 
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than  she  ever  dreamed  possible. 


However,  Ivan’s  mother  really  had  no  understandi no  of  how  to  rule. 

While  she  concentrated  on  her  sexual  affairs,  her  alliances  in  the 
Imperial  Court  were  crumbling  all  around  her.  This  situation  con- 
tinued as  the  French  ambassador  plotted  against  the  German  influences 
in  order  to  try  to  influence  Russian  foreign  policy  to  benefit  France 
rather  than  Germany. 

Grand  Duchess  Elizabeth  Petrovna,  the  dauohter  of  Peter  the  Great, 
watched  as  this  situation  continued.  In  lace  1741,  Elizabeth  learned 
that  Regent  Anna  Leopoldovna  was  plannina  to  declare  herself  Empress 
on  December  18.  Elizabeth  had  good  reason  to  believe  that  she  would 
either  be  banished  to  a nunnery  for  life,  or  else  imprisoned  and 
tortured  (in  order  to  eliminate  any  possible  rival  for  the  throne)  if 
the  Regent's  plans  should  be  successful.  Elizabeth  was  now  forced  to  act 


1742  Silver  Rouble  of  Elizabeth.  Overstruck 
an  a Rouble  of  Ivcm  III 


In  the  very  early  hours  of  November  25,  1741,  Elizabeth  left  her 
chambers  with  her  lover  and  some  allies  and  travelled  by  sleigh  to  the 
barracks  of  the  Grenadiers.  There  she  gave  a rousing  nationalistic 
speech  and  the  Grenadiers  joined  her  in  a march  on  the  Winter  Palace. 
While  Anna  Leopoldovna's  advisors  were  beino  arrested,  Elizabeth  and 
the  rest  of  the  Grenadiers  met  the  Palace  Guard  who  joined  the  coup. 
They  entered  the  Winter  Palace  and  roused  Anna  Leopoldovna  from  her 
sleep.  The  year-old  Ivan  and  his  mother  had  been  deposed  in  a blood- 
less nationalistic  coup  d'etat.  A few  hours  later,  Elizabeth  was 
formally  declared  Empress. 

At  first,  Elizabeth  planned  to  send  Ivan  and  his  family  back  to  Germany 
in  exile.  However,  fearful  for  her  throne  due  to  possible  counter- 
plots, she  did  not  do  this.  Although  Elizabeth  bore  no  malice  toward 
baby  Ivan,  the  fact  was  that,  as  a former  Tsar,  he  would  always  be  a 
potential  rival  and  threat  to  her  and  a focus  of  plots  against  her. 

As  a result,  Ivan  was  kept  in  captivity  in  Schlusselburg.  He  was  kept 
in  solitary  confinement  and  as  a result,  his  mental  and  emotional  de- 
velopment were  severely  retarded. 

Ivan  remained  in  prison  throuohout  Elizabeth's  reign  and  the  brief 
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1743  silver  Rouble  of  Elizabeth.  Overs  truck 
on  a Rouble  of  Iv'an  III 


6 month  reign  of  her  successor  Peter  III  who  was  in  turn  deposed  by 
his  wife  Catherine  II  ("the  Great")  in  1762.  In  1764,  during  the 
course  of  an  attempt  to  depose  Catherine  II  and  restore  Ivan  III  to 
the  throne,  a second  lieutenant  of  the  Schlusselburg  garrison  at- 
tempted to  free  24-year-old  Ivan.  During  this  attempt,  Ivan  was 
killed  by  his  jailers  under  a standing  order  to  do  so  in  the  event 
of  attempted  rescue. 


Fig.  5 (right) 

Closeup  of  the  1742  Ooerstruck 
Rouble  (Fig.  2).  Note  traces 
of  Ivan's  laurel  wreath  and  the 
clasp  of  his  robe  beneath  the 
portrait  of  Elizabeth. 


Fig.  4.  (left) 

Closeup  of  the  1742 
Rouble  (Fig.  2).  Note 
traces  of  1741  date 
below  the  new  date. 


\ > 


Ivan's  story  is  a traoic  one.  As  a 
state  prisoner,  he  reminds  one  of 
Alexander  Dumas'  character  in  The  Man 

In  The  Iron  Mask. 


Ivan's  portrait  coins  are  rare  today. 
This  is  partly  due  to  the  short  short 
lenqth  of  his  reign  but  primarily  due 
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to  the  fact  that  one  of  the  very  first  thinqs  Elizabeth  did  after 
seizing  power  was  to  prohibit  the  use  of  coins  bearing  his  name  or 
portrait.  Very  severe  penalties  were  decreed  for  noncompliance  with 
this  edict  and  it  was  rigidly  enforced.  Ivan's  coins  were  brouaht 

back  to  the  mints  and  restruck  with  Elizabeth's  name  and  portrait  (for 

they  named  him  as  the  "Tsar  and  Autocrat  of  all  the  Russias"  and  thus 

had  a propaganda  value  against  her). 

Figure  1 shows  a rouble  of  Ivan  III.  Fiqures  2 and  3 show  Elizabeth 
roubles  of  1742  and  1743  which  are  overstruck  on  Ivan  III  roubles. 

There  are  also  Elizabeth  roubles  dated  1741  known  to  exist  which  are 
overstruck  on  Ivan's  roubles.  For  the  collector  who  wishes  to  form 
a collection  of  coins  representing  each  ruler,  Ivan  presents  the 
greatest  challenge. 

Also  note  that  the  overstruck  roubles  of  1742  & 1743  are  broader  (and 
consequently  thinner)  than  the  Ivan  III  rouble  shown  in  Fio.  1.  This 
spread  is  caused  by  the  overstri kina. 

Ivan  III  is  the  only  post-reform  ruler  (coinaae  reform  of  1704)  for 
whom  no  gold  coins  were  struck.  The  copper  coins  of  his  reiqn  do  not 
bear  his  name  or  portrait  and  are  simply  a continuation  of  the  type  of 
the  previous  reign. 

Portrait  silver  coins  of  10  kopecks,  one-half  rouble  and  one  rouble 
were  struck.  The  half-rouble  (poltina)  is  particularly  rare  and 
seldom  seen. 

I would  like  to  express  my  thanks  to  John  Regitko  for  taking  the  nhotcs 
used  to  illustrate  this  article.  Coins  from  the  author's  collection. 

LINCOLN,  W.  Bruce,  THE  ROMANOVS  - Autocrats  of  All  the  Russias,  Dial 
Press,  NYC. 

MI  KHAI LOVITCH , Grand  Duke  Georqii  (Romanov),  MON  MIES  DE  L ' EMPIRE 
DE  RUSS IE,  1725-1894,  Ouarterman , Lawrence,  Mass.,  Reprint,  1973 

SPASSKY,  I.G.,  THE  RUSSIAN  MONETARY  SYSTEM,  Amsterdam,  1967 
TURKEY,  NEW  COINS,  1984 

by  John  DeMarais,  Lincoln,  Nebraska,  NI  ft 1539 

A new,  uniform  set  of  coins  for  currency  use  is  appearing  in  Turkey. 

All  the  coins  are  of  the  same  type  - that  used  on  1-lira  coins  since 
1957.  So  far  three  denominations  have  appeared.  The  5 and  10  lira 
coins  are  al umi num,  have  reeded  edges,  and  have  respective  diameters 
of  21  and  25  millimeters.  These  supercede  the  rather  odd  looking,  very 
thick  coins  that  were  first  issued  in  1981.  The  new  20-lira  coin  is 
struck  in  cupro-ni ckel , is  23.7mm  in  diameter,  and  has  a smooth  edge. 

It  is  also  likely  that  other  denominations  will  appear  in  this  series 
since  100  lira  is  worth  only  28  cents  U.S.  funds.  A similar  1-lira 
was  part  of  the  1981  series,  and  this  denomination  will  probably  be 
continued  since  the  Turks  have  uses  for  very  small  coins.  A 50-lira 
is  also  quite  likely. 
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NOTES  ON  THE  JAPANESE  ECONOMY,  1573  - 1695 


by  Mike  Maier , Seattle , Washington,  NI  # 2018 

(Reprinted  with  permission  from  JAPANESE  CASH  COLLECTORS  No.  7) 


^The  early  years  of  this  period  were  dominated  by  Nobunaga,  Hideyoshi, 
^and  Ieyasu--  the  three  military  leaders  who  step  by  step  reunited  a 
land  seething  for  over  a century  with  civil  war.  All  three,  as  well  as 
other  condendina  daimyo,  issued  gold  and  silver  coins,  but  mostly  to 
reward  their  loyal  followers.  It  was  Ieyasu  and  his  descendants,  the 
Tokugawa  shoguns,  who  established  a kind  of  control  over  the  surprising- 
ly varied  coinage;  the  so-called  "triple  coinage  system"  of  gold,  silver, 
and  copper  survived  until  1868. 

The  national  wealth,  however,  continued  to  be  measured  in  KOKU , about 
5 bushels  of  rice.  Unfortunately  for  the  samurai  rulers  and  peasant 
producers,  the  two  social  classes  whose  income  was  based  on  fixed  sti- 
pends of  rice,  a money  economy  was  developing  along  with  increased 
urbanization  and  trade.  The  artisan  and  merchant  classes,  the  towns- 
men theoretically  at  the  bottom  of  the  social  scale,  were  thedriving 
force  behind  the  spread  of  money. 


Since  the  14th  century  or  even  earlier,  copper  coins  imported  from 
China  had  gained  wide  circulation.  By  1600  at  the  very  latest  silver 
was  in  favor  in  the  Osaka  area,  and  as  Edo  grew  in  importance  as  the 
shogun's  capital,  gold  became  the  chief  currency  there.  These  coinages 
were  not  exchanged  at  a definite  rate,  for  gold  was  weighed  by  the  RYO 
(about  .64  oz.),  and  by  Silver,  by  the  MOMME  (about  .13  oz.).  The  govern- 
ment attempted  to  remedy  this  by  an  edict  in  1609;  the  aim  of  this  and 
other  edicts  was  to  insure  stability  by  controlling  the  price  of  rice, 
but  a small  number  of  merchants  could  in  fact  manipulate  the  rice  ex- 
changes to  the  extent  that  either  wage  workers  or  samurai  and  peasantry 
suffered  hardship.  The  ruling  class  worsened  matters  by  piling  up  huge 
debts  owed  to  the  comnercial  elite.  The  government  reaction  was  a currency 
reform  in  1695,  which  was  little  more  than  a debasing  of  the  gold  and 
silver  coinage.  The  even  wilder  fluctuation  in  the  following  years  of 
the  price  of  rice  was  perhaps  one  consequence.  Despite  this  uneasy 
transition  to  a money  economy;  and  despite  the  fact  that  gold  and  silver 
continued  to  be  accepted  in  Edo  and  Osaka,  respectively,  with  only  copper 
being  trusted  throughout  Japan--a  step  beyond  bullion  had  been  taken 
toward  a national  coinage. 


Although  the  official  rate  of  exchange  for  the  three  metals  was  ignored, 
a fairly  stable  rate  did  develop.  Gold  coinage  was  more  or  less  fixed 
in  value:  One  Oban  was  equal  to  8 koban , and  4 ichibu-kin  made  a koban. 
Silver,  however,  had  to  be  weighed  at  each  transaction;  the  price  of 
goods  was  quoted  in  momme  units.  The  ohogin  weighed  about  43  momme, 
and  the  mameita-gin,  anywhere  between  1 and  5 momme.  Sixty  silver  momme 
equalled  a koban ; the  equivalent  in  copper  was  4000  cash.  But  here  too 
i^were  complications.  For  ease  of  handling,  the  copper  coins  were  strung 
together  in  lot  of  100  and  1000,  but  this  applied  only  to  the  imported 
coins,  bita  sen,  and  the  like;  the  practice  for  Kanei  Tsuho  was  96  or 
960.  Truly,  a decimal  system  shouldn't  be  taken  for  granted. 

One  final  word  on  the  cost  of  things:  the  basic  expense  was  rice,  of 
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course.  The  price  of  a koku  in  1684,  for  example,  was  40  momrne , or 
theoretically,  some  2,575  Kanei  Tsuho.  If  a poorly  paid  laborer  had 
10  coppers  to  spare,  he  might  buy  a cheap  straw  hat  to  protect  himself 
from  the  rain.  The  times  being  what  they  were,  he  might  be  more  likely 
to  spend  those  same  ten  coins  on  a brief  meeting  with  one  of  the  many 
women  forced  to  make  a living  as  streetwalkers.  I have  not  come  across 
a really  good  way  of  converting  the  purchasing  power  of  the  old  money 
into  1983  dollars,  but  one  accepted  method,  which  compares  the  price 
of  rice  then  with  today's,  would  make  those  ten  coppers  worth  about 
65  cents. 

************* **** ************** ****************  ************************ 


6 E R MANY  , I M PERI AL  20-PFENN IG  COINS 


by  John  DeMarais , Lincoln , Nebraska , NI  #1539 


Imperial  Germany  struck  20-pfennig  coins  in  two  forms  - silver  and 
cupro-ni ckel . The  silver  20-pfennig  was  struck  from  1873  to  1877.  It 
has  a diameter  of  16mm,  a gross  weight  of  1.111  grams.  It  had  a silver 
content  of  1 gram  since  it  was  composed  of  90%  silver  and  10%  copper. 
The  edge  of  the  coin  was  reeded. 


20  Pfennig,  1890 
Large  Eagle 


had  been  one  of  the  most  important 
fi cation. 


All  nine  German  mints  struck  this 
coin,  producing  a total  of  178,589  - 
304  with  most  of  the  minting  being 
done  in  three  years  - 1874  through 
1876.  Interestingly,  the  Southern 
German  states  of  Bavaria,  Baden  and 
Wurttemberg  struck  a disproportion- 
ately large  number  of  these  pieces. 
This  may  be  because  the  20-pfennig 
coin  was  the  practical  equivalent 
of  the  old  6-kreuzer  coin  which 
coins  in  South  Germany  before  uni- 


No  20-pfennig  coins  were  struck  in  the  years  1878  through  1886,  a 
time  when  very  little  new  small  coin  was  needed.  When  the  coinage  of 
small  coins  resumed  in  earnest  in  the  late  1 880 ' s , it  was  decided  to 
issue  the  20-pfennig  coin  in  a large,  cupro-nickel  format.  These 
pieces  were  23mm  in  diameter,  weighed  6.25  grams,  and  had  a smooth 
edge.  These  were  struck  both  with  the  old  and  new  style  eagles  (large 
eagle  illustrated  above).  Only  25,000,000  of  these  were  produced  and 
coinage  ceased  in  1892.  The  cupro-nickel  20-pfennig  coin  was  quite 
similar  to  the  silver  1-mark  coin. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  new  century,  it  was  decided  that  both  types  of 
20-pfennig  coins  should  be  withdrawn  in  favor  of  10-pfennig  coins.  On 
January  1,  1902,  the  silver  20-pfennig  coins  were  demonitized  and 
withdrawn.  The  cupro-nickel  20-pfennig  pieces  met  a similar  fate  on 
January  1 , 1903.  At  the  end  of  1906  all  but  27  ,333,020  of  the  silver 
20-pfennig  and  all  but  27,333,020  of  the  silver  20-pfennig  coins  had 
been  withdrawn.  This  accounts  for  the  scarcity  of  the  cupro-nickel 
coins.  The  heavy  coinage  of  cupro-nickel  10-pfennig  coins  in  the 
early  years  of  this  century  is  probably  related  to  the  scheduled  with- 
drawal of  the  20-pfennig  coins. 


390 


CONTENTS  OF  THE  NI  REFERENCE  COLLECTION 


(Members  desiring  to  borrow  coins  from  the  coliection  for  research  pur- 
poses, lecture  use,  non-competitive  displays,  or  any  other  reason,  may 
do  so  by  paying  postage  and  insurance  both  directions.) 

Key  to  Listing:  FINE  or  better  for  all  Yeoman  types.  VERY  GOOD  or 

better  for  all  Craig  types.  Underlined  = Uncirculated.  C = Complete. 

C = Complete  with  at  least  one  uncirculated  type.  CX  ( ) = Complete 

except  those  listed.  X = Except.  Mints  are  not  listed  unless  multiple 

for  the  particular  year. 


I 


GUATEMALA  (continued  from  last  month):  Y86  - C;  Y87  - CX  (1911):  Y89  - C; 

Y90  - C;  Y91  - C;  Y93  - C;  Y94  - C;  Y96  - C;  Y97  - CX  (1946,  1958,  1949); 

Y98  - C;  Y99  - 1948,  1949;  Y100  - 1944,  1948;  YlOOa  - CX  (1932,  1933, 

1947);  Y102  - C;  Y102a  - 1946;  Y108  - 1944;  Y109  - 1944;  Y110  - C;  Ylll  - 
CX  (1952,  1954);  Y112  - CX  (1954);  Y113  - C;  Y115  - 1950,  1952;  Y116  - 
CX  (1964);  Y 11 7 - 1952,  1955;  Y117a  - 1957;  Y118  - 1964;  Y119  - 1950; 

Y120  - 1964;  Y121  - 1962;  Y122  - 1965,  1968,  1969;  Y122b  - 1974;  Y123  - 
CX  (1966,  1969);  Y123a  - 1975;  Y124  - CX  (1968);  Y125  - 1966;  Y125a  - 
1970. 

GUERNSEY:  YA1  - 1830;  YD1  - 1834;  Yla  - 1933,  1938;  Y2a  - 1929;  Y3  - 

1864 ;~Y3a  - 1949;  Y4  - 1885;  Y5  - 1934,  1938,  1949;  Y6  - 1956;  Y9  - 1966; 

Y10  - 1971;  Yll  - 1971;  Y12  - 1971;  Y13  - 1968;  Y14  - 1970;  Y15  - CX 

(1971)T“YT9  - 1977;  Y20  - 1977;  Y21  - 1977;  Y22  - 1977. 

GUINEA:  Y1  - C. 

GUINEA-GISSAU  - PORTUGUESE  GUINEA:  Y1  - C;  Y2  - C;  Y3  - C;  Y6  - C;  Y7  - 

C;  Y8  - C;  Y9  - C. 

GUINEA-BISSAU:  Y3  - 1977;  Y4  - 1977. 

GUYANA  - BRITISH  GUIANA:  Y5  - 1943. 

GUYANA  - ESSEQUIBO  & DEMERARA:  C4  - C;  C5  - C. 

GUYANA:  Y1  - 1967;  Y2  - 1967;  Y3  - C;  Y4  - 1967,  1974;  Y5  - C;  Y6 


C. 


> 


HAITI:  Cl  - 1863;  C7  - 1881,  1894;  C25  - 1817  Ig.  head;  C31  - 1831;  C36  - 

1829;  C41  - C;  C71  - C;  YA1  - C;  YB1  - C;  Y3  - C;  Y6  - 1887,  1894;  Y7  - 

1881,  1894;  Y10  - 1905;  Yll  - 1906;  Y12  - 1907;  Y13  - 1908;  Y17  - C;  Y19  - 

C;  Y20  - 1958;  Y21  - V958;  Y22  - C;  Y24  - 1975;  Y25  - 1975;  Y26  - 1975. 

HONDURAS:  Y39  - CX  (1939);  Y40  - C;  Y41  - CX  (1972);  Y42  - 1956;  Y43  - 

CX  (1950) ; Y45  - 1937;  Y47  - 1967. 

HONG  KONG:  Y1  - CX  (1864);  Y2  - 1875;  Y2b  - 1879,  1901  , 1 901 H ; Y3  -1887  , 

1889,  1891  , 1899,  1900H,  1901;  Y4  - 1887,  1891  , 1897,  1899,  1900H,  1901; 

Y7  - 1893,  1894;  Y9  - 1902,  1804H;  Y10  - 1903,  1904;  Y14  - CX  (1919); 

Y15  - CX  (1934);  Y17  - C;  Y18  - 1933;  Y21  - C;  Y22  - 1939H,  1939KN;  Y23  - 
1938,  1939H ; Y24  - C;  Y25  - C;  Y26  - C;  Y27  - C to  1967  X (1964H);  Y27a  - 
1971KN;  Y28  - CX  (1955,  1956,  1957H,  1957KN,  1960H);  Y28a  - 1974,  1975; 

Y29  - CX  (1960,  1965KN , 1968H,  1970H);  Y29a  - 1971  , 1972  ; Y30  - C;  Y30a  - 
1 971 H , 1972,  1973;  Y33  - C to  1978  X (1976). 

HUNGARY:  C66  - C;  Y1  - 1868KB;  Y3  - C;  Y4  - 1888;  Y23  - 1902^  Y24  " J893 » 

1895  1896,  1903,  1905,  1906,  1909,  1915;  Y25  - 1894,  1908;  Y26  - 1915; 

Y27  - 1893!  1894!  1907;  Y30  - 1920;  Y32  - 1892;  Y32a  - 19]2,  1915;  Y37  - 

1935,  1936;  Y38  - 1927,  1927,  1934,  1938;  Y39  - 1926;  Y41  - 1938;  Y50 

C;  Y 5 1 - 1943;  Y 5 7 - 1943;  Y58  - 1946;  Y59  - 1951  ; Y60  - CX  (1950). 

(Continued  next  month) 
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BOOK  REVIEWS 


DEUTSCHER  MUNZKATALOG  18,  JAHRHUNDRET { 18th  Century  German  Coins), 
by  Gerhard  Schon.  848pp,  illus.  Soft  cover.  $37.00  U.S.  ($39.00  if 
destined  for  outside  the  U.S.).  Available  from  Krause  Publications,  700 
East  State  St.,  Iola,  Wisconsin  54990,  USA.  Published  by  Battenberg 
Verlag,  Munich,  West  Germany,  1984. 


This  is  the  first  time  a comprehensive  listing  for  Germanic  coins  is  pre- 
sented by  type  in  a single  volume  for  the  years  1700-1806.  The  catalogue 
is  illustrated  with  over  9,900  photos.  It  covers  the  coins  of  all  church- 
state  and  temporal  issues  of  the  Holy  Roman  Empire,  plus  related  issues 
fo  dynasti cal ly-1 inked  entities  such  as  Poland,  Prussia,  Hungary  and 
Tuscany.  Also  featured  are  Germanic  influenced  coinage  of  the  Swiss  Can- 
tons and  selected  Italian  States.  Listings  for  pattern  and  medallic  iss- 
ues, as  well  as  off-metal  strikes,  are  included. 


The  arrangement  is  alphabetical  according  to  issuer,  thereafter  chrono- 
logical by  reign  and  then  type,  from  lowest  to  highest  denomination.  Val- 
uations are  given  in  West  German  Deutsch  Marks  for  Fine  and  Very  Fine 
grades . 


The  text  for  the  catalogue  is  in  German.  However,  an  English  translation 
of  the  introduction  is  included.  Catalogue  numbers  are  given  for  each 
type  coin. 


Reviewed  by  Jerome  H.  Remick 

************************************************************************* 


MEMBER  NOTICE  PAGE 


Lee  Grossman,  P.  0.  Box  16811,  San  Antonio,  TX  78216:  Still  need  to  know 

about  Ferdinand  I (Craig  61  - Hungary).  Lettering  reads:  "FERD.I.D.G. 

AVST.IMP.HVNG.B.REX.H.N.V.R.L.V.D.GL.I .A.A.".  Have  converted  all  the 
lettering  except  for  "H.N.V.". 


John  L.  Pieratt,  2635  S.  Hydraulic,  #32C,  Wichita,  KS  67216:  Has  any  col- 
lector ever  seen  a French  Indo  China  EG  1923  5 Cent  Y5  Si ngleThi ck?  Piefort 
is  common.  Does  this  coin  exist  in  single  thickness?  Also,  E33  1947  Pia- 
stre Federation  Indochinoise  -•  mintage  104  in  world  coin  catalog.  Is  this 
one  struck  in  silver  using  piefort  die,  single  thickness,  smooth  edge? 


ATTRIBUTION  SERVICE:  The  NI  Attribution  Committee  will  accept  from  NI 

members  only,  any  numismatic  items,  whether  paper,  metal,  or  whatever,  for) 
attribution.  We  must  limit  the  items  to  a TOTAL  OF  SIX  (6)  MAXIMUM.  The 
cost  is  just  advance  payment  of  return  postage,  including  sufficient  for 
insurance  or  registration , if  desired.  Send  to  NI  Attribution  Committee, 
P.  0.  Box  2057,  Saugatuck  Station,  Westport,  Conn.  06880,  U.S. A. 
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